Read

competent contemporary, he was a faithful ad-
herent to precedents and defender of vested
rights, even to the point of undoing some inno-
vations of his predecessors.

To Philadelphia Read gave on many occasions
unstinted service. Ardent in friendships, zealous
in advocacy of causes he espoused, a speaker of
earnestness and power, he wielded an influence
which counted heavily in the state. Despite early
anti-slavery tendencies he approved the annex-
ation of Texas and the Mexican War, but he
opposed in the state convention of 1849 an7 ex"
tension of slave territory, joined in the creation
of the Free-Soil party, and was an early ad-
herent of the Republican party. His Speech . . .
on the Power of Congress over the Territories,
and in Favor of Free Kansas, Free White Labor,
and of Fremont and Dayton, Delivered . . . Sept.
30,1856, at Philadelphia (1856) was widely used
in the national campaign. The first Republican
victory in Pennsylvania sent him to the state
supreme court. Pennsylvania was indispensable
to Republican success in 1860, and Read received
mention in the state convention as a presidential
candidate (Philadelphia North American and
United States Gazette, Feb. 23, 1860, p. 2), but
Simon Cameron's ambitions stood in the way.
Rhode Island gave him one vote in the first bal-
lot of the convention. During the war he was
one of the bare majority of his court who steadily
sustained the legislation of Congress; and sev-
eral of his opinions, separately printed, received
wide circulation. His Views, sustained by Facts
and Authorities, on the Stispension of the Privi-
lege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus, published in
January 1863, probably had some influence upon
the passage by Congress of the Act of Mar. 3,
1863.

Read was a man of dignity, kindness, courtesy,
remarkable energy, and strong opinions, and
very persistent in his purposes. The standards
he set for himself as a lawyer and a citizen were
exceedingly high, and he observed them. He was
married on Mar. 20, 1828, to Priscilla Marshall
of Boston, by whom he had five children. She
died in 1841 and on July 26, 1855, he married
Amelia Thompson of Philadelphia, the daughter
of Edward Thompson and widow of Theodore
Thompson. She, with a son by his first wife,
John Meredith Read [q.v.'], survived him. His
judicial opinions are in volumes 32 to 73 of the
Pennsylvania State Reports. His other publi-
cations included, aside from unofficial prints of
judicial opinions, various pamphlets. His most
important reprinted opinions supported the con-
stitutionality of the national draft act of Mar. 3,
1863 (45 Pa., 238, at 284 and 300) and of the
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legal tender act (52 Pa., 9, at 71), and the op-
eration of street cars on Sunday, as "the poor
man's carriage" and therefore within the state
constitutional exception of necessity and charity
(54 Pa., 401, at 432).

[See: F. M. Eastman, Courts and Lawyers of Pa.
(1922), vol. II; J. H. Martin, Martin's Bench and Bar
of Phila. (1883); E. K. Price, "An Obit. Notice of
Chief Justice John Meredith Read," Proc. Am. Phil.
Soc., vol. XIV (1876), which notes his influence in
various fields of Pennsylvania law; Proc. of the R. W.
Grand Lodge of Pa. . . . Dec. 28th, A.D., 1874. . . . in
Reference to the Death of . . . John Meredith Read
(1875) ; obituary proceedings of the bar of Philadel-
phia and Pittsburgh, Legal Intelligencer (Phila.), Dec,
4 and u, 1874; H. P. Read, Rossiana (1908) ; F. W,
Leach, "Old Phila. Families/' North American (Phila.),
Mag, Section, Feb. 9, 1908.]                         F. S P

READ, JOHN MEREDITH (Feb. 21, 1837-
Dec. 27, 1896), diplomat, son of John Meredith
Read [q.v.] and Priscilla (Marshall) Read, was
born at Philadelphia. He attended a military
school and Brown University (1854-57). Upon
graduation from the Albany Law School in 1859,
he was admitted to the bar at Philadelphia. In
the same year, Apr. 7, he married Delphine
Marie, daughter of Harmon Pumpelly of Albany,
where he took up his residence after a year of
travel and study in Europe. Assuming an active
role in the Republican party, he helped organize
the "Wide Awakes" in the campaign of 1860. As
adjutant-general (January-August 1861), with
the rank of brigadier-general, he directed the
military efforts of the state of New York in the
opening months of the Civil War. During the
following years he acquired some reputation as
a scholar and writer, his chief production being
A Historical Inquiry Concerning Henry Hudson
(1866). His support of Grant for the presidency
was rewarded by an appointment, Apr, 16, 1869,
as consul general at Paris. The most notable
duty which there devolved upon him was that of
protecting the interests of German subjects dur-
ing the Franco-Prussian War, his share of which
duty was prolonged several months after Elihu
B. Washburne, minister to France, ceased to be
official representative of the German govern-
ment, June 1871.

Recognition of Read's services was marked by
his appointment, Nov. 7, 1873, as minister resi-
dent in Greece. A member of the Archaeological
Society of Athens, he reported on discoveries
and forwarded to the Department of State casts
of ancient treaties. An achievement of personal
diplomacy was his securing, through informal
representations, in 1876, revocation of an order
against the sale of translations of the Bible and
other religious works circulated by the British
and American Bible societies (Papers Relating
to the Foreign Relations of the United States,
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